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Make Ireland more dog friendly
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We want to help make Ireland the best country in the world for dogs and the people who love them, and that is why we are running our Dog Friendly Ireland campaign. 
This campaign highlights the small but effective changes that can be made in many different aspects of public life, in an effort to make Ireland more accessible to dogs. 
Dogs Trust looks forward to the day when dogs are an accepted passenger on public transport, a welcome visitor in the workplace, a wanted tenant in rental accommodation and a regular customer in most food-serving establishments across the country.





Our aim
A 2022 survey carried out on our behalf, discovered 49% of households in Ireland have a dog*. This is much higher than our closest neighbours in the UK, where dog ownership only stands at 34%**. 
But despite this, the UK - along with many more countries across Europe - provide significantly more Dog Friendly services and venues, allowing people to include their furry four-legged friends in their daily lives. 
We wants this to change. We want to help make Ireland the best country in the world for dogs and the people who love them, and that is why we are running our Dog Friendly Ireland campaign. This campaign highlights the small but effective changes that can be made in many different aspects of public life, in an effort to make Ireland more accessible to dogs. 
How a more dog friendly Ireland could help us find more forever homes for our furry friends
In 2022, we re-homed 664 dogs. We firmly believe this figure could significantly increase if Ireland were to become more Dog Friendly, as responsible dog owners would be in a position to involve them more in their daily routines. 
At the moment, restrictions in workplaces, hotels, social venues, rental accommodation and on public transport do very little to encourage potential adopters to welcome a furry friend into their life.




The benefits

	Dogs provide a source of social support for humans. Increased social support has been associated with lower levels of depression and higher self-esteem
	Dog owners walk on average 79% further per week. Exercise has been proven to boost the release of 'happy hormones' in the brain.*
	Dogs are really social creatures and love to be included in their owners activities. They love being out and about with their owners enjoying new and fun experiences.
	Having a dog around can boost productivity and teamwork.
	Dog owners can make savings by not having to pay for doggy day care or a dog walker while they are out of the house.
	Bringing your dog to work can improve work / life balance.*
	Petting a dog has been proven to reduce stress, whether you are the dog's owner or not.*
	Dogs are a social lubricant and increase the frequency of conversations amongst friends, colleagues and strangers.
	Pet ownership has been associated with a number of positive health benefits, some of which include fewer visits to the doctor, lower cholesterol, lower blood-pressure and improved heart health.*
	A huge part of becoming a well socialised dog is experiencing a wide variety of social situations. So what better way to contribute to a country full of well rounded, socialised dogs than allowing them frequent access to more venues and pleasant social experiences? 







Dog Friendly Ireland Day
We want to help make Ireland the best country in the world for dogs and the people who love them, so every year we celebrate Dog Friendly Ireland Day to spread the joy of integrating dogs into more aspects of our lives.
We'll update this page with details on how you can get involved in 2024. Come back soon, and in the meantime search #DogFriendlyIrelandDay on social media to see how our furry friends have enjoyed the day in previous years,
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A guide to dog-friendly holidays
Planning a trip with your four-legged friend? This guide will help you organise a dog-friendly holiday.


Dog-friendly holiday 
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Renting with Rover



Read more







Will my dog be comfortable in dog friendly venues? 
We're delighted to see more establishments open their doors to dogs. It’s fantastic to have the option to bring dogs with us to cafes and bars and on holidays. However, not every dog is comfortable in these establishments, as much as we would love them to be.
With this in mind, we’ve put together a short self-assessment that should help give you an indication if these types of places are right for your dog, or if they might prefer a different activity.
Sometimes our dogs can show little signs that they would rather not be in a situation and it's not until we are familiar with these signs that we spot them and change what we’re doing to help our dogs feel better.




FAQs
Is your dog comfortable around strangers?

Signs that they may be uncomfortable can include:
- Tension in the body
- Ears held back and closer to the head
- The …



Has your dog ever shown any signs of reactivity toward other dogs, people or children?

This can include barking at the dog or person, lunging toward another dog or person, growling, snarling or showing …



Does your dog have all the skills necessary so they can safely enjoy being in a dog friendly location?

- Can they sit or lay down when asked?
- Will they stay if asked?
- Do they know the ‘leave it’ cue?
- Can they calmly …



Is your dog able to settle easily when they are in a new or unfamiliar place?

Teaching your dog to settle is a very important skill for your dog to have learned before they are ready to visit dog …



Other important things to check

- Is your dog microchipped?
- Are their vaccinations up to date?
- Are their flea and worm treatments up to date?
- If …






Share with someone else
Share on XShare on FacebookShare by EmailShare on WhatsApp
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